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The FBI and Radical Groups 



, Front the FBI’s most secret files, the 
sjiory has been compiled of the FBI’s 
und^over. efforts to “disrupt and dls- 
ffa'ct"^ Subversive and radical groups. 
The activities ranged from leaking de- 
rogatory ntat^al about a congres- 
sional candidate to “investigatlRg the 
Ipve life of a group leader for dissemi- 
nation of the press.” 

The , undercover operation was 
known inside the FBI by tlie code 
name “Cointelpro,” which is bureau- 
cratic shorthand for “counter-intelli- 
gencfe program.” We have obtained a 
21-page summary, which the FBI has 
prepared , for Attorney General Wll- 
Uam Saxbe, of the supersecret Cointel- 
pro activities. 

By the FBI’s own admission, “some 
Cointelpro activities involved Isolated 
Instances of practices that can only be 
considered abhorrent in a free socie- 
ty.” Yet the FBI reminded Saxbe; “It 
is important to understand that these 
Improper activities were not the pur- 
pose 0 ^ indeed even the major charac- 
teristic of the PBI’s’ Cointelpro ef- 
fprts.” 

' The 21-page document gives no 
names and only few details. In at least ' 
bne case, however, we have learned 
the full story. 

During the 1968 presidential inau- 
gural, demonstrators kept in toucih with 
one another by “citizen band” radio. 
The document tells of “using the same 
frequency ... to provide disinforma- 
tion to disrupt demonstrations . . .” 

The demonstrators bad planned to 
stone President Nixon’s limousine and 
kill him if they could. By impersonat- 
ing the group’s leaders over tlie radiOj 
however, the iPBI caused the demon- 
strators to assemble several blocks 
from Nixon’s route. 

, The “group leader” whose “love life” 
was investigated could well have been 
the late Dr. Martin Luther King. We 
have seen an FBI report on Dr. King’s 
romances. A copy was slipped to us, 
however, by a White House, not an 
FBI, source. We cited the report in a 
column scoldli^ the FBI for prying 
into Dr. King’s private life. 

. According to the secret summary, 
the Cointelpro effort consisted of 
“seven separate ‘counterintelligence’ 
programs which the bureau imple- 
mented at different times during the 
period from 1956 to 1971 , . .” 

Two of the programs were desi'gned 
to “encourage and stimulate a variety 
of counteHntelligence efrorts against 
hostile foreign intelligence sources, 
foreign Comdiunist organisations and 
individuals abroad.” 

The five remaining programs, ibe 



document reveals, “were directed at 
domestic based groups and individu- 
als.” They were the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., Socialist Workers Party, white 
hate groups, black extremists, and 
New Left. 

All seven Cointelpro programs, ac- 
cording to the summary provided to 
Saxbe, “were specifically authorized 
by former FBI Dfrector J. Edgmr Hoov- 
er.” FBI flies indicate Hoover con- 
sulted with no one in the Justice De- 
partment, “in Congress or the White 
House.” 

A “total of some 3J208 proposals for 
counterintelligence activity were sub- 
mitted by various FBI field offices for 
consideration . . . Some ^337 of these 
proposals . . . were approved and im- 
plemented.” 

The types of activity conducted un- 
der the Cointelpro program included: 

• “Obtaining tax retnrns< of menh 
bers of a group.” 



, • “Furnishing the arrest and convic- 

tion record of a member of a group 
who was (a) candidate for a local pub- 
lic office to a friendly newspaper 
which published the Information." 

• “Furnishing information concern- 
ing arrests of an individual to a court 
that had earlier given this individual a 
suspended sentence and also furnish- 
ing this same information to his em- 
ployer who later discharged him.” 

• “Furnishing infoinnation apparent- 
ly falsely) to high officials of a group 
that a raidting offidalN of the group 
was an FBI informant, resulting in the 
individual’s expulsion and profound 
disruption within the entire group.” 

• “Forging of a group’s business 
card for informant purposes.” 

• “Reproducing a group leader’s sig- 
nattme stamp.” 

• “Reproducing a group’s recruiting 
card.” 

• "Sending anonymous or fictitious 





materials to members or groups ... to 
create dissention and cause disruption 
within the various groups.” 

• Lealdng both “public source mate- 
rial” and “non-public informatton to . . . 
friendly media sources for the pur- 
pose of exposing the nature, aims and 
membership of the various groups.” 

• Using informante “to disrupt the 
activities of various groups by sowing 
dissension and exploiting disputes.” 

• “Notifying credit bureaus, credi- 
tors, employers and prospective em- 
ployers of mem'bers’ illegal. Immoral, 
radical and Communist Party activities 
in order to affect adversely their 
credit standing or employment status.” 

• Interviewing or contacting mem- 
bers of various groups “for the pur- 
pose of letting (them) know that the 
FBI was aware of their activity and 
also in an attempt to develop inform- 
ants;” 
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